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Sweet Potatoes
Sweet  potatoes ore one of  Georg io 's  o ldest

crops ond ronk omong the s tote 's  top moneymok-
ing vegetables. In fact for opproximotely 100
years (L836-1936), Georgia led the notion in
sweet  potato product ion,  o t  one t ime devot ing
over 150,000 acres to the crop.

The f i rs t  set t lers leorned obout
th is  "bur ied t reosure"  through the
Indions who were growing sweet
p o t o t o e s  w h e n  t h e y  o r r i v e d  i n
Georg io .  Eo r l y  f a rmers  p lon ted
sweet  potatoes on ro ised r idges.
The crop usuol ly  wos f  rom v ines cut
f rom older  p lonts ond p ionted fo. l -
lowing corn in  /u ly .

Af ter  the sweet  potato crop was
horvested, the fields were often used
os grozingf  or  hogs.  Georgio f  ormers
cured thei r  sweet  potato horvest  in
a two-foot- long,  oblong p i t  l ined
wi th corn sto lks ond covered wi th a
leon- to roof  .  Sweet  pototoes were
ploced on top of  the sto lks ond
covered wi th r ice st row or  oddi -
t ionol  corn s lo lks.  The p i t  wos lhen
covered wi th soi l  to  protect  the
vegetobles f rom ro in ond f rost .  An
opening wos usuoi ly  le f  t in thepi t to
al low for  vent i lo t ion.

Around 7776,  a crude. ly  processed
f  o rm o f  swee t  po to to  meo l  was
exportedf  rom Sovonnoh to Englond.
A  s t o t e s m o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d
clo imed that  i f  sweet  pototoes could
be  sh ipped  to  Eu rope  w i thou t  spo i l -
oge,  the crop would be equol  to  cot-
ton os on export  product .

Census f igures for  1850 and tB60
ronked Ceorgia f i rs t  in  sweet  pototo
product ion,  Product ion cont inued
to increose dur ing the Civ i l  Wor
years.  Vegetob- le product ion wos
encouroged dur ing th is  per iod os o

meons of preventing scurvy. The
sweet  pototo soon come to be known
os the "  s taf  f  o f  l i f  e"  in  the Wor d iet .
I t  was served baked,  f  r ied,  roasted
ond even os pudding or  p ie for
desser t .

The conning industry  soon begon
to  t ake  odvan toge  o f  t he  s to te ' s
sweet  pototo crop.  By 1909,  smol l
commercio l  quont i t ies of  sweet  po-
totoes were being conned and by
7920 the industry  hod more thon
dou b led,

Ai though ocreoge hos decreosed
over the yeors, sweet polotoes ore
st i l l  considered one of  Georgia 's
leoding v egetable crops.
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